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Know ye not that the unrighteous ſhall not inherit the kingdom of 
God? 1 Cor. vi. . 


Be not deceived; God is not mocked : for whatſoever a man ſows 
eth, that ſhall he reap. For he that ſoweth to the fleſh, ſhall 
of the fleſh reap corruption : but he that ſoweth to the Spirit, 
ſhall of the Spirit reap life everlaſiing. Gal. vi. 7, 8. 

Teach me, and I will hold my tongue; and cauſe me to underfland 
wherein I have erred. How forcible are right <vords ! but 
"what doth your arguing reprove ? Job vi. 24, 25. 
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PREFACE. 


N what 1 7s ſaid in the follow 


be underſtood to mean, that he diſlikes any man 
merely for his ſentiments in matters of Religion, 
no farther than his principles tend to ſubvert or 
confound the diſtinction of moral Good and Evil, 
and either to di ſſolue or weaken the obligations to 
a good life : and ſuch who would have the effen- 
tials of Religion to conſiſt in myſterious points of 
faith, above, againſt, and repugnant to Reaſon 
Such principles as theſe, cannot be juſtified under 
any pretence whatſoever ; for they undermine the 
very foundation of all Religion. And it does ap- 
pear to me, that Mr WesT, in his Scriptural 
Anſwer, has advanced ſome, if not all thoſe ere 
rors, which are of a very pernicious tendency, 
And many more I might mention are equally de- 
ftruftive to the growth and increaſe of true Chriſ- 
tianity. And therefore, though I have treated 
him with ſome ſeverity (which it was almoſt im- 
Poſſible to my yet 1 have not defigned to ſay any 
thing 
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thing which may tend to kindle an angry and con- 
tenticus ſpirit ; but rather to turn him from the 
evil of his brains; and lo convince his followers 
of their miſtakes, and to ſhew them how much it 
concerns them to make the ſcriptures the Rule of 
Faith and Practice; and not to make their own 
opinions paſs for Religion, and their own fancies 


. the fundamental Articles of Faith, without tak- 


ing heed how it comports with the ſcriptures of 
truth, and the perfeftions of GOD, How- 
ever, whether you are or are not eſtabliſhed in 
the truth of the Goſpel, I will not be negligent to 


put you always in remembrance of theſe things *; 


yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this ta- 
bernacle, to ſtir you up, to give all diligence to 
make your calling and election ſure ; that ſo 
an entrance may be miniſtered unto you 
abundantly into the everlaſting kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour JIESsus CHRIST; this 


is, and ſhall be the conſtant prayer of, 


® 2 Peter i. 10, 11, 12. 


Your ſincere, humble, 


and unworthy Servant, 


JAMES WALDER, 
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DISCOURSE I 


R fleftions on M, 7 WesT's ScriptuFbl 
Preface. 


Sx Ry. 

| Sen N your Preface you hn juſtly 
x faid, ** That you have but little 
“Genius to wiſdom of words, 
22 « or propricty of ex prefſion, 
dat the reaſon you have given, is not ſo 
juſt: for you ſay; © It is becauſe you are 
_ * reſtrained by Grace, from a deep ſenſe of 
« its robbing: Gb of his glory.“ 

1 make no doubt but what G0 p cir- 
eumſeribes the powers and capacities of all 
his creatures: That he ges them different 
abilities, allots them different portions, or 
means of ithderſtanding; and affords to them 
ſuch helps as is fuitable to, and which beſt 
comports with their moral and ſpiritual at- 
tainments. Yet nevertheleſs (by divine per- 


miſſion) men have a freedom and liberty of 


is ſuch a wild imagination, (or jargon talk) 
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"their own, and can exerciſe thb | powers and 
faculties of their minds, in what way, and 


upon what ſubjects they pleaſe. And their 


having thoſe powers, and ſuch abilities, rightly 
conducted, is the glory of human Nature: 


for it is Reaſon and Underſtanding that 


makes or diſtinguiſhes us to be wiſer than 


the fowls of the air, or the beaſts of the 


earth; and the more reaſon we have, the 


more we a& according to reaſon ; and the 


more we are governed by reaſon, and do 


evidence it in the choice of our converſation, 
purſuits and actions; the more we are like 
intelligent Beings. For our reaſoning facul- 
ties are under our own management, and 
were given us for our direction: but if our 


perceptive powers are reſtrained, and we 


have not the liberty to exerciſe them; then 


our Creator has implanted them in us to 


anſwer no valuable end, or they were given 
us to no purpoſe. Beſides, to ſuppoſe that 


when we conceive juſtly, and expreſs our 


ideas intelligibly, and with propriety of 
language; that this is robbing Gop of his 
glory, and eſteemed by him as fooliſhneſs, 


a8 
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ks £10 one bot pourſelt [ believe; ext thougli 
bf or aſſerted. 

For what was the noli⸗ faculty of ſpeck 
Kiven us for? Was it, that we ſhould jums 
ble our ideas together; and rendet our cons 
verſation inarticulate and unintelligible ? 
which would be deſtroying or making void 
dne great bleſſing, on which (almoſt) all 
others are dependant. 

But as ſublimity of thought arid propriety 
bf language, is that which makes us teſem-, 
ble ati higher rank and order of intelligent 
Beings, ſo it is that which renders us the 
juſt objects of eſtetm, both from Gop and 
Man; and is not inconfiſtent with, or fo- 
reign. to ſincetity and integrity of heart, as 
you have ſuppoſed. And the Texts of Scrip- 
ture which you have quoted are inconcluſive 
to your purpoſe, as will appear from the 
remarks that I ffiall make hereafter. 
In the mean time, let it be obſerved, that 
our being eſteemed wife, good, and rightes 


dus, will not weaken, or be any impesch- 


ment to our Maker's glory, or in any ſenſe 
deſtructive of our own happineſs, which 
you ſeem ſo much afraid of; for what elte 
can be your meaning, when you ſay ; * my 

— Nature 


— 


= 
ju — 
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« Nature is ſuch (with the reſt of mankind} 
« that I ſhould like to be eſteemed wiſe; good, 


and righteous, was it not invalidity to my 


Maker's glory, and deſtructive to my own 
* ſoul.” | 
If your meaning be, that moral qualifica- 
tions, and endeavouring to 1mitate the per- 
fections of the Deity, is taking away from 
Gop that which is due to him, and that it 
is the direct way to miſery and deſtruction; 
then your Chriſtianity or ſcriptural doctrine, 
which you are ſo fond of, comes ſhort of, 
and is much inferior to a Heathen Moraliſt; 
for the beſt of them (it were eaſy to ſhew) 
conſidered Virtue in this view: That he 
js the beſt man, who is moſt diligent in 
te making progreſs in Virtue and moral 
Goodneſs;” and that it 1s the direct road 


to happineſs in all the future periods of his 


exiſtence. So it will naturally and neceſſa- 


rily follow, that to endeavour after moral 


perfection, is our duty; that it is an obliga- 
tion upon us; and that we have implantet 
in our frame, capacities and powers, to 
enable us to purſue after it: and that the 
greater improvements we make in moral 


ne, Virtue and Righteouſneſs, the 
more 
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more pleaſedd we; ſhall be with ourſelves, 
and the more ſelf-emjoyment ſhall we have, 

and ſhall be the better prepared for the King- 
dom of Glory. 

This is the language of ſcripture, as well as 
reaſon, that to him that overcometh, Gop 
” will give a crown of glory ;* that is, he 

that overcomes, ſubdues and conquers vici- 
ous inchmations and corrupt paſſions, and 
acquires in their ſtead good diſpoſitions and 
affections; he that has had temptations, and 
has overcome theta; * ſhall receive, as St 
* James ſays, a crown of life“, 

Virtue is acquired by overcoming evil; 
and the more evil a man gets the better 
of, the more ſelf-conſtious pleaſure he has, 
and is inſpired with double zeal to advance 
after perfection. - So that moral attainments, 
can in no ſenſe be deſtructive of happi- 
neſs. 

But now, on the other hand, if you had 
ſaid ; That a man which lived diffolutely, 
* and abandoned himſelf to all vice and vo- 
* luptuouſneſs, that ſuch a man (be he who 
* he will) was in the direct way to miſery 
* and deſtruction; that every ſtep in Vice 
* was a decreaſe and departure from Virtue 
B 3 « and 
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© and trug Happineſs;” there would then 
have been an apparent truth in your aſtertien. 
And if you had declaimedagainſt it as un- 
ſuitable to, and unbecoming the character 
of a man; and that a man of ſuch a charac- 
ter was ſubject to many inconveniencies in 
this life, beſides uneaſineſs and remorſe of 
mind; and that the longer he continyed and 
habituated himſelf to a bad conducta ne 
longer he would be à ſtranger to all the beſt 
latisfactions of life; and would be the more 
hateful and. offenſive ta all good men: There 
would then have been jaſtneſs in your obſer; 
vations. 

But to be :ruly wile, good and righiteons, 
and to be eſteemed as ſuch; cannot be at- 
tended with any of thoſe conſequences, For 
if a man be really ſuch, there can be no rea- 
ſon, as I can ſee, why he ſhould not be 
eſteemed ; for if he be a good man, and is 
not eſteemed as ſuch, it muſt he a manifeſt 
injury to his character. For © Virtue is 
« beautiful and attractive in the abſtract 
e contemplation of it; but exhibited ; in life 
e and manners, its charms are irreſiſtible; 
« there is a dignity and majeſty in its ling 
= form, which a man muſt be blind as a 

* ſtatue 
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te ſtatue not to perceive ; or perceiving, in- 
c ſenſible as a ſtatue not to admire.” | 

Yet ſuch a blind inſenſible man is the Au- | 
thor of a pretended Scriptural Anſiver to the 
Ax laid to the Root : for he will not admit of 
approving or eſteeming of Goodneſs and 
Righteouſneſs. For he lays, « It is deſtrue- 
* tive to his ſoul.” 

Now, Sir, if this be your Chriſtianity or 
ſcriptural building, it is Chriſtianity or ſcrip- 
tural doctrine of your own making; for you 
have neither Scripture nor Reaſon on your 
ſide : and the Ax ſtill remains at the Root, to 
cut up ſuch erroneous principles, which you 
have laboured to eſtabliſh on a ſandy foun- 
dation. But you ſeem determined at all ad- 
ventures to perſiſt in your errors; for you 
ſay, that your nature is ſuch that you ſhould 
like to be eſteemed wiſe, good and righteous. 
So that you muſt act counter to, and againſt 
your natural powers, in order to ſupport 
your notion, againſt that nature which you 
ſay is reſtrained by grace; but how your 
ſuppoſing and determining for yourſelf which 
is right, agrees with your doctrine of reſtrain- 
ing and irreſiſtible Grace, 1 ſhall leave you 
to find out, And ſhall proceed farther to 
B 4 cConſider 
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conſider upon this head, that a truly religi- 
ous, wiſe, righteous, and good man, being 
efteemed as ſuch, is not inconſiſtent with 

Humility, as you have ſuppoſed. For Hu- 
mility does not conſiſt in having a worſe or 
meaner opinion of ourſelves, than what our 
characters and conſciences do witneſs and 
teſtify. And the truly good and virtuous 
part of mankind are, and will be, eſteemed 

and regarded by all ſober and good men ; for 
they are the juſt objects of eſteem, both of 
Gop and Man. | 

Let not, faith the wiſe man, mercy and 
truth forſake thee ; bind them about thy 
neck; write them upon the table of thy 
heart; ſo ſhalt thou find favour and good 
* underſtanding in the ſight of Gop and 
„man.“ And the Pſalmiſt ſays, The righ- 
* teous ſhall be in everlaſting remembrance. 
# Light 1s fown for the righteous, and glad- 
* neſs for the upright in heart.“ And * the 
Lon loveth the righteous. 

If the righteous then are the objects of di- 
vine care and providence, if they are ſuch as 
Gop loves, eſteems and delights in; and ſuch 
28 ſhall be honoured with eternal life; and 
* ſhall ſhine forth as the ſun in the kingdom 


F of 
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„ of their Father; and“ they who are wiſe 
* ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the firma- 
ment; and they who turn many to righ- 
* teouſneſs, as the ſtars for ever and ever 0 
ſurely the righteous are to be honoured, re- 
garded, and eſteemed by all men; if they are 
thus eſteemed by Gon, and to be made heirs. 
of an immortal crown of glory, and an un 
fading inheritance in an after ſtate. 
Now, Sir, I hope by this time you ſee tho 
fallacy of your own way of arguing, and 
that there is neither truth nor reaſon in what 
you have ſaid ; namely, that to be eſteemgd 
wiſe, good and righteous, is invalidity - to 
cur Maker's glory, or deſtructive of our own 
ſouls. But you ſay, “ Since I am told by 
© my Lord and SAv1ouR, that he which 
6c humbleth himſelf ſhall be exalted” — NAY, 
faith our Lord, * How can ye believe, which 
receive honour one of another, and ſeek 
* not the honour that cometh from Gon 
* only?“ Theſe are the texts which you 
have made uſe of to confirm what you had 
juſt before advanced, namely, that. being 


eſteemed 


* Invalidity, as you have adapted it, agrees wich what you 
firſt ſaid, ** That you had neither wiſdom of words, nor pro- 
| 66 priety of expreſſion,” . | | 
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eſteemed wiſe, good and righteous, is de- 
ſtructive of Religion and Happineſs, 80 
that according to your interpretation of our 
Saviour's words, the true eſſence of Humi- 
lity conſiſts in having or entertaining the 
meaneſt and vileſt opinion of moral Virtue 
and human Nature ; and thus by degrading 
and ſpeaking ſuch ill things of ourſelves, as, 
if true, would infallibly prove us to be“ in 
the very gall of bitterneſs, and the bond of 
” iniquity *; but no ſuch ſentiments can be 
maintamed or concluded upon from any of 
our Saviour's Diſcourſes ; for this would be 
in effect deſtroying all the boundaries of right 
and wrong, and making the very notion of 

Virtue and Vice an abſolute contradiction. 
Humility therefore, is ſuch a principle or 
temper of mind, as is teachable and ſubmiſ- 
five ; as is expreſſive of love and obedience ; 
and ſuch a temper and difpoſition of mind, 
as entertains worthy and honourable notions 
of GOD — Human Nature — and Human 
Life. That whatever our attainments and 
improvements have been in Virtue and Righ- 
teouſneſs ; how great ſoever our proficiencies 
have been in our Spiritual and Chriſtian 
warfare ; 


Pr Fofer on Humility, a little varied. 
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Warfare; und flow near oe may be g 0 
the eck oF our race; yet we ſhotid de 15 
nually upon dur guard; be wait 
circumſpect; and 5 reaſon at all time to Z 
take heed leſt we fall,” Not to 22 
great ſufficiency in ourſelves ;- but to confi, 
ſider qurſelves as imperfect creatures, and 
dependent upon Gov. 

And Humility towards men in general, 
conſiſts in civil, affable, courteous, and mo- 
deſt behaviour ; and to thoſe who are our 
ſuperiors, we ſhould pay all due honour and 
reſpect ; but not to obey, eſteem, and hon- 
our them, ſo as to neglect or diſregard the 
honour or favour of the ſupremie Deity. 

From what has been therefore advanced, 
with brevity, I think it muſt appear, that 
Mr West, in his Scriptural Anſwer, ſets out 
in an unlikely or improbable path to build 
and eſtabliſh a conſiſtent, chriſtian, ſeriptu- 
ral ſuperſtructure; and is therefore to be pi- 
tied for his weakneſs, and reproved for his 
aſſurance. 


Having gone thus far, I ſhall leave the re- 
mainder of thc Preface, or ſome part of it, 
to be conſidered in ſome other place, and 


ſhall 
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ſhall cloſe: this Diſcourſe in the words of our 
- Saviour , * Either make the * good, and 


i his frait good; or elſe make the tree cor- 
* rupt, and his fruit corrupt; Tong tree is 


r known by his l 85 FR 
[ » Matt zl. 33. : 
| 4 
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Refleions on Meer 8 Scripjural 
. to a Dicounss on Moral 
Action and Religgnes* c Duties,” 7 1 


as 9 


. gl L the dockrirs of CHa 
AS are founded in eaſon, and are 
8 —— to it, an to the moral 
8e BY derte diem of the Deity: aid 
whatever | JoArine is received ad entertain- 
ed by men, that 1s contrary tereaſon, and 
to the known attributes of Go! cannot be 
ſupported by Chriſtianity, or bany part of 


it. And we are to judge and deteriihe 
what is truth, and what is not tuth Whar 


is agreeable or diſagreeabſe to —— ledge 
we have of Gop; of his Being vd the ad- 
miniſtration ef his Providence; & the diffe- 
rence and diſtinction of moral God and E- 
vil, by our Reaſon, For aàs it is b our tea - 
ſon that we are capable to form à idea of 
the Being of God, and of his innite per- 


3th 


1 
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fetions ; ſo it is by our reaſe that we are 
Chriſtianity. In a word, iis by our reaſon 
that we know that there ia ſupreme Being, 
who has made, and does ctually govern the 
world. That we ourſt es, and all other 


Beings, derive our exience from this dne 


firſt Cauſe: and tliat de are Hays in- his 


pPreſence, and muſt 2 accountable to him 


for the great bleſſingof Reaſon. Though 
* our beſt reaſon is2ort and very imperfect: 


os. but: 1 am certa it 18 better than none, 
* and ſuch as it we muſt be thankful for 
* it.” For if & had it not, we ſhould have 


neither true or falſe notions of Religion, 
nor be in a.cpacity to lay a foundation for 


an after-recbni ng. 


And if e do not exerciſe our 8 in 


matters of Fligion, we cannot be capable of 
Religion. o that it muſt be acknowledged, 


that eitherwe have reaſon, and that we are 
free agents and can exerciſe our reaſon ; of 


that we canot have any. Religion. For if 
dye are nching but mere machines and ne- 


ceſſary agnts, then any other machines, as 


well as himan machines, may be ſuppoſed 
to be capble of Religion And therefore if 


men canbe religious without exerciſing their 


_ reaſon 
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reaſon and underſtanding, then brutes may 
be religious too. And beſides, if men can 
be and are religious, previous to and exclu- 
- five of their own choice, then being poſleſſed 
with religious principles, or the want of 
them, is the ſame to the agent that has them 
or has them not. And ſo it will of oonſe- 
quence follow, that true and falſe 
in matters of religion are the rays: © 
any religion, or none, renders the agent the 
fame, and alike acceptable to God. 
And therefore, I think that men are free 
agents, and can exerciſe their reaſon, and 
can make uſe-of what means they pleaſt in 
order to beoome religious. Or if they have 
not this choice, and cannot exerciſe the pow- 
ers and faculties of their minds; they then 
muſt be neceſſary agents, and muſt alſo be 
neceſſitated to ſuch a choice as is made: and 
then, if they are neceſſitated, there ãs no room 
left for us to make uſe of any endeavours to 
contribute any thing towards our procuring 
happineſs or * —_ en here or 
hereafter. a 
Theſe, and ſuch like a impreſſed up- 
on my mind, when I wrote the Discourse 
on the Nature of moral Actions: and that there 
was, and {till does remain, an inſuperable 
difficulty 
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either with Aſtrological, Stoical; or Modern 


Fate. And Mr Ws x has not in the leaſt 


removed the difficulties in his. Scriptural Au- 
fiber; for he ſays, he has but little to ſay 
to it.” I ſuppoſe it was all that he had 
to ſay, and that little that he has ſaid I ſhall 


inſert, for it is ſuch a way of anſwering ano- 


ther who differed from him, as ſeldom wilt 


be met with; and perhaps the world will 


never be favoured with the like again: 


As to your firſt DiscopRst on the Nature 


« of moral Actions, ſays Mr WesT, I have 
tt hut little to ſay of it; but only: that your 
© brains are infuſed with many fantaſtical 
<< notions of the Methodiſt principles, which 


ee you are entirely ignorant of: you have 
% made one great and epidemical miſtake 


« throughout your Diſcourſes, in accuſing 
« us with that of which we are entirely in- 
* nocent. But to ſpeak moſt favourably of 
te you, I impute it to your 1gnorance. But, 

* however, you had no reaſon nor nen 
to make it fo public *. 


-4 If your 5K (inſtead of making your principtes pub- 


ke) my ignorance ; you are equally the ſame (inconſiſtent) : 


becauſe you acknowledge that the main tendency of my Dif« 
courſe is to confute what you ſay you do not believe? 


— Auſier. 17 

By this our Author is to be underſtood, 
in the firſt place, that I did not know * 
the Mecbudiſt principles were z and very poſs 
ſible it would puzzle a Caſuiſt to know 2 
but yet he ſuppoſes that I had charged them 
with ſome errors, which he could not clear 
them of; and that the A was actually ar the 
Root, to cut up ſuch notions they had im- 
bibed;; and that he was not able to take off 
the force of what was ſaid. For he ſeems to 
be afraid that ſome dangerous conſequence 
would follow by making their principles pub- 
lic. Now what danger is there in either 
charging a man with eſpouſing notions he 
does nat adhere to; or making that public 
which is the real ſentiments of his mind 
if he can clear himſelf of the farſt, and de- 
fend the latter? But Mr Wesir was not 
able to do either. For though he ſays I am 
entirely ignorant of their principles, which 
is ſaying in poſitive words, that I had charg- 
ed them with that they were entirely inno- 
cent of; and yet he ſays, © I had no reaſon 
* nor occaſion to make it ſo public.” But 
how could I make that public which, he 
ſays, I was entirely ignorant of. O, my 
friend WesT, you are ſtrangely infatu- 


ated! O what unlucky F ate was it that 
Cc. 3 
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guided your pen! ſurely your Reaſon has 
left you, and you do not any longer retain 
a knowledge of your own principles. And 
as to your charging me with making epide- 
mical miſtakes, (which you ſay runs through 
my Diſcourſes) I ſhall not trouble myſelf 
much with that; only obſerve to you, that I 
ſhould be glad-to know whether an epide- 
mical miſtake'1s the Plague, the Small Pox, 
or any other contagious Diſeaſe, that runs 
through and affects all the pores, and every 

rt. | | 

" Din let us now proceed to another of our 
Author's remarks on my Diſcourſe on moral 
Actions. I ſuppoſe, ſays he, the chief aim 
« and tendency of your firſt Diſcourſe is to 
« pervert the doctrine of Election, and to 
<< prove that we are free agents. This has 
long been a matter of debate, and can ne- 
ver be cleared up to perfection on either 
« ſide: and the reaſon is evident, becauſe it 
ec depends on the judgments of Gop, which 
« we are told, are unſearchable, and paſt 
finding out “: and this is the Apoſtle's 
* concluſion of the matter. But I find you 
* aſſume a ſuperior knowledge to the Apo- 
ce ſtle, and are ſo vain as to po you 
have aid the Ax to * Root.“ 


Here 
© Rom. xi. 33. 
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Here, Sir, you ſay that you do ſuppoſe 1 
endeavour to pervert (I ſuppoſe you nt 
ſpoil or confute) the doEtrine of Election; 
which, you ſay, can never be cleared up to 
perfection. So that you have now acknow= 
jedged that you do believe the doctrine of 
Election, and that we are not free agents: 
And you have ſaid, that the main aim and 
tendency of my firſt Diſcourſe was to per ver 
the doctrine of Election, and to prove we 
are free agents. So that according to your 
own confeſſion, I have not charged you with 
maintaining any more erroneous Principles 
than what you own yourſelf. = 
But how does this agree with what you 
ſaid juſt before; that I was entirely ignorant 
of your principles? What is the matter, 
friend WesT, that you have fo ſuddenly 
changed your mind? Are you ſtill mfatuat=: 
ed, and fo in love with your own notions, 
that you forget what you ſay ? or does forme 
epidemical ditotder run through every part of 
your body, as you learnedly ſay it does thro” 
my Diſcourſes: And you ſtem to be tuch 
miſtaken, and wide of the matter (or ſub- 
ject) when you ſay, that it was the doctrine 
of Election the Apoſtle had in view, or the 


concluſion the Apoſtle made of the matter: 
C 2 _ 
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and ſo could not make it the concluſion of 
the matter. He was not diſeourſing upon 


miration? If Gop's love and favour was 


_ perſons, how could the Apoſtle ſay, O the 


proceedures of divine Providence, his deal- 
ings and treatment towards men in this life, 
to work | in them ſubmiſſion and obedience, 


But the Apoſtle had nothing of this in view, 


the doctrine of Election, namely, not the 
doctrine of electing and aſcertaining the fi- 
nal and everlaſting ſalvation and happineſs 
of particular perſons; No: — for how could 
the Apoſtle make this the ſubject of his ad- 


finally to be diſpenſed to particular choſen 


* depth of the riches, both of the wiſdom 
* and knowledge of Gop ! How unſearch- 
able are his judgments, and his ways paſt 
finding out!“ The Apoſtle had juſt be- 
fore been taking notice of the wonderful 
providential events that happened to bring 
both Jew and Gentile to the knowledge of 
pardon and ſalvation by J=sus CunisT; and 
then he breaks out into exultation for that 
immenſe love, that deep abyſs of divine good- 
neſs, and that rich overture of Grace and 
Mercy diſplayed and made manifeſt to the 
Gentiles as well as to the Jews. And yet at 
the ſame time the ways, the methods, and 


are 
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are unſearchable and very ſurpriſing to finite 
creature. 

Mr Locke upon this paſſage obſerves, 
© That this emphatical concluſion ſeems in 
« a ſpecial manner to regard the Jews, whom 


e the Apoſtle would hereby teach modeſty . 


<« and ſubmiſſion to the over-ruling hand of 
« Gop; whom they were very unfit to call 
te to account for his rejecting them, and 
te dealing ſo favourably with the Gentiles. 
His wiſdom and ways ate infinitely above 
e their comprehenſion; and will they take 
* upon them to adviſe him what to do? — 
Or is Gop in their debt? This is a very 
te ſtrong rebuke to the Jews, and yet deli- 
“ vered as we ſee in a way very gentle and 
« inoffenſive.” 

Having thus given, as I apprehend, the 
ſenſe of the Apoſtle's words, Mr WesT's 
doctrine of Election is gone, which he ſays 
(juſt following) through the grace of God 
he can make a great uſe of; but as he has 
not favoured us with theſe great uſes, we 
muſt leave him to enjoy them. And tho' 
he charges me with handling this doctrine 
of Election the wrong end foremoſt; I think 
he has not handled it off much better. And 
in the paſſage which he has tranſcribed from 

C 3 my 
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my Diſcourſe, page 3. he has ſubſtituted ſever 
ral words, in order to make it ſuitable to his 
turn; for I did not fay, ©. they ſhould not 
te act alike.” So we may ſee what ſhifts a 
man in a bad cauſe will make. And there 
is nothing ſo abſurd and inconſiſtent, but 
what may; and has been attempted 'to be 
proven from and defended. by ſcripture *. 
And this for want of mens uſing their 

% own Reaſon and Judgment: If we take 
te thoſe paſſages 1 in a litteral ſenſe, which are 
eto be underſtood in a figurative, what groſs 
* conceptions will this give us of Gop; and 
*« what ſtrange notions ſhall we form to our- 
e ſelves of ſeveral religious matters? If it be 
. ſaid, that ſuch concluſions are manifeſtly 
* wrong, becauſe theſe expreſſions are to be 
« taken in a figurative ſenſe: I aſk, how we 
« can know which are to be taken in a lit- 
** tcral and which in a figurative ſenſe, but 
* by the uſe of our reaſon? All diſcourſes 
© whatever are directed to our reaſon, and 
« it is by the help of this alone that we are 
ec capable of underſtanding any, even the 
« plaineſt matters.” 7 
And our Saviour and his Apoſtles, in their 
diſcourſes, always appealed to the reaſon, 
judg: 


„„ 


* See /66.7's Diſcourſe VI. page 182. 
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judgment, and underſtanding of men. Our 
Saviour joins Bearing and underflanding the 
Word together. For * that, ſays he; on the 
4 good ground, is he that heareth the word, 
and underſtandeth it.“ And he adviſes 
the unbelieving Jews to “ ſearch the ſcrip- 
1 tures, for in them ye think ye have eternal 
life: and they are they which teſtify of 
© me.” But of what advantage would this 
advice have- been, if they were not to (nor 
could not) have uſed their reaſon ? Without 
their exerciſing their reaſon, they could not 
have found what they were to ſearch after.' 
And we find in As iv. 19. that Peter and 
John appealed to the judgment of their ad- 
verſaries, and ſaid unto them, Whether it 
be right in the fight of Gop to hearken 
„ unto you more than unto Gop, judge ye.” 
And St Paul thought it a great advantage to 
Timothy, that“ from a child he had known 
the holy ſcriptures, which were able to 
„ make him wiſe unto ſalvation, through 
faith which is in CnRIST Jesus*.* And 
then immediately ſubjoins a general com- 
mendation of ſcripture: * All ſcripture, ſays 
he, is given by inſpiration of Gop; and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs: 
C 4 I "—_— 


2 Tim. iii. 15, 
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4 that the man of Gop may be perfect, 
u throughly furniſhed unto all good works,” 
But none of theſe good ends and purpoſes 
can poſſibly be obtained, unleſs we can exer- 
ciſe our reaſon. And therefore we muſt uſe 
our reaſon in order to obtain and acquire 
a knowledge of ſcripture, that we may be 
furniſhed with proper materials to form a 
ſyſtem of duty, that when we are inſtructed 
mto the knowledge of, and acquainted with 
the will of Gop in CHRIST Jxsus, we then 
may be furniſhed unto all good works. And 
we are to © deſire the ſincere milk of the 
„word, that we may grow thereby.“ And 
we are to * bear much fruit; for this, ſays 
© our Saviour, is the will of Gop.“ And 
we muſt * ſow to the Spirit, if we will of the 
„Spirit reap life everlaſting.* And if we 
will“ enter into life, we muſt keep the com- 
* mandments.” And we muſt * follow peace 
* with all men, and holineſs, without which 
# no man ſhall ſee the Loxp.“ 

Having ſubjoined theſe texts and remarks, 
in order to confirm, ſtrengthen, and illuſtrate 
what was advanced in my Discouksz on 
Moral Actions and Religious Duties; IT ſhall 
proceed now to another of our Author's re- 
mar ks, to ſee whether he 1s recovered from 
(I can» 
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(I cannot forget) the en! 'iniſtake; 
However, after our Author had argued mart 
incomprehenſible * manner (ſuch as, Nan am- 
nes eadem mirantur amantque) he proceeds to 
obſerve, (I ſhould have ſaid, paſſed along 
without obſerving) from page 3, to page 18 
and 22; where I had been in a general 
manner treating of religious Duties, or re- 
commending practical Religion, as in the 
following manner: As Reaſon and Re- 
« velation comport with each other in re- 
« preſenting the ſupreme Being as a juſt and 
* righteous; Governor, and as ſuch will e- 
te ſteem Virtue and Righteouſneſs, and pu- 
* niſh Vice and Wickedneſs. And all men 
< will be treated and regarded according to 
ce their different degrees of obedience and 
e ſubmiſſion to the laws of Reaſon and Ne- 
e velation. And the whole tenor of ſcrip- 
A ture informs us, that there is a compla- 
* cency in the Deity towards his creatures, 
| « that he will be gracious, and abundantly 
» pardon*® thoſe that Pr and reform; that 


«c he 


I have charged you with reaſoning in an incomprehenſi- 
ble manner, and ſo it is plain you do; for I cannot conceive 
how Non amnes cadem mirantur amantque, or that all perſons ds 
not admire and love the ſame things, can be to your purpoſe, 


to prove the doctrine you was contending for, or diſprove 
what I had advanced. 
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e he will advance them to honour and hap- 
t pineſs. But the condition on which they 
t are to expect to have it conferred upon 
them, is their obedience; that if they will 
enter into life, they muſt keep the com- 
mandments.“ | 

Our Author's anſwer to this is, Do this 
and live.“ It is an eaſy matter to talk 
6 of theſe things.” And then he adds, I 
te dare venture my ſoul upon it, whoever 
te keepeth any one of theſe commands to 
s perfection, he ſhall inherit eternal life. 
* But how vain is it to talk of theſe things, 
e if we do not do it? All men will ſay ' 
&* they do it in ſome meaſure : but let me aſk, 
« How they will know when they have done 
* enough to lay claim to the promiſed in- 
* heritance? Alas! here men are ſilent, 
18 « Surely it is ſurpriſing men ſhould be ſo 
it fond of cozening their own ſouls. It is + 
1 « as tho' they thought the Almighty would 
ebe ruled by their tongues, and judge them 
according to their profeſſions, inſtead of 
| < the ſecrets of the heart.” 
| | 4 Here, Sir, you ſeem to be ſeriqus; for af- 

ö 

| 


| 16 ter you give men the challenge to keep the 
10 * commands of Gop and live ;" you ſay, 
5 you will venture your ſoul upon it, that 
« whoever 
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et whoever keepeth any one of theſe com- 
* mands to perfection, ſhall inherit eternal 
„ life.” If you mean that you will hazard 
the loſs of your ſoul upon mens keeping of 
any one command, and yet livein the breach 
and neglect of all the reſt ; that they ſhall on 
ſuch conditions inherit eternal life: you run 
a great hazard, But if you mean, that it is 
impoſſible to keep any of the commands of 
Gop according to the perfection or capacity 
of the creature, then you run no hazard, 
For if it is an impoſſible thing for men to 
live in obedience to the will of heaven, made 
known to them in the goſpel ; then your ſay- 
ing you will venture or hazard your ſoul up- 
on their doing it, is ſaying nothing, except 
ſuppoſing an impoſſibility is a poſſibility, 

However, whatever be your meaning, you 
have ſaid, that“ you will venture your foul 
(upon their keeping any one command) 
e that they ſhall inherit eternal life.” Now 
can you think that there is any better way, 
any ſurer method to be taken, than keeping 
the commandments of Gop, in order to the 
enjoyment of eternal life? You ſay, if they 
do keep any one command they ſhall, on the 
hazard of the loſs of your ſoul, inherit eter- 
nal life; which is ſaying and acknowledging 
that 
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that keeping the commands of Gop (on a 
ſuppoſition that men were capable to do it) 
is the way to future happineſs. And it muſt 

be allowed, that when Gop does command, © 
he does give ability to perform ; and it muſt 
be the fault of the creature, if he does not 
comply with what G op does require. For 
if Gop be juſt (as moſt certain he is) he will 
not require more of his creatures than what 
he knows they can do. Beſides, you ſay, 
* how vain is it for us to talk of theſe things, 
« if we do not do it? Which, if you mean 
any thing, does imply, that mere pretenſions 
are ineffectual towards obtaining happineſs, 
and the favour of the Deity : and that with- 
out doing what we can, and what we pre- 
tend to, it 1s in vain. So that you have here 
granted what I am contending for ; namely, 
that keeping the commands of Gop, and that 
a cuſtomarily pious, ſober, and virtuous con- 
duct, is the way to eternal life. 


And this is what our Saviour has made the 
expreſs conditional terms of our obtaining 
life. So that when you ſay ſo often that 
our oppoſers ſay that © if we will enter into 
life, we muſt keep the commandments ; * 
you do in expreſs words deny what our 83 
viour has ſaid, or at leaſt queſtion the truth 

| of 
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of what he has ſaid and commanded. And 
as you have called him your oppoſer, you 
muſt acknowledge (if ever you will be con- 
ſiſtent with yourſelt) that what you have ad- 
vanced in your Scriptural Anſwer, is contrary 
and oppoſite to the Goſpel of ChRIST. For 
if CxR1sT be one of your oppoſers, you muſt 
be oppoſite to him; and conſequently your 
ſcriptural fabric is falſe and erroneous. And 
all other attempts to prove it ſo, or to con- 
fute'it, will be fruitleſs, if the plain, obvious, 
and determined ſenſe of ſcripture will not 
do it. - 

Beſides, how preſumptuous, conceited, and 
fool-hardy is it, for you to call the Saviour 
of the world your oppoſer. Surely this is ſur- 
priſing and ſhocking, to hear a Chriſtian 
(and one that pretends to be a Preacher of 
the Goſpel too) call ChRxIST his oppoſer and 
not only ſo, but a ſeducer too; for you ſay, 
page 12, Alas! the Apoſtles and our op- 
«« ponents are of very different opinions; for 
te they ſay, if we will enter into life, we 
muſt keep the commandments.“ St Paul 
ſays, I do not fruſtrate the Grace of Gop; 
for if righteouſneſs came by the law, then 
* CuRIsT is dead in vain;” now, ſays Mr 

Wrsr, 
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Wrsr, © which ſhall we believe, the Apolſtis 


* or theſe ſeducers? 
Do my eyes deceive me when I read, of 


my pen faulter when I write Seducers? No; 
it is what WzsT has actually ſaid and charged 
CHR1sT with. Surely, Sir, you have thrown 
off all reſtraint of conſcience, arid inſtead of 
a defender of the faith, you are become an 
impoſtor. 

But let us proceed on to the queſtion you 
have aſked, © How they ſhall know when 
te they ave done enough to lay claim to the 
rg 3 inheritance?” This being an im- 
portant queſtion, and the moſt ſenſible thing 
you have yet ſaid, and, if it had not been in- 
terlined and mixed with ſuch a heap of droſs 
and confuſion, would have deſerved regard 
however, as it is, I ſhall in the ſequel of theſe 
reflections, endeavour to give a full and ſa- 
tisfactory anſwer ; but ſhall in this Diſcourſe 
only obſerve, that as the Deity has a perfect 
knowledge of the capacities of his creatures, 
and the means which occur to them for their 
improvement, arid for their attaining to ſuch 
a knowledge of the will of the Creator as is 
neceſſary for the obtaining his favour ; that 
no more will be required or made neceſſary 
to obtain that end, than what they are ca- 

pable 
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pable to do; and ſo much muſt be neceſſary 
as they are capacitated to do: ſo that before 
we can lay claim to the promiſed inheritanee, 
we muſt be followers of Truth and Virtue 
ſo far as we know and are capable; and to 
endeavour to live ſober, righteous and godly 
in this life: or if in theſe reſpects we have 
been faulty and remiſs, that now at leaſt we 
have effectually reformed and amended: that 
if we will have any ſolid ground of hope and 
rejoicing, that it may be in the teſtimony of 
our conſciences, that in ſimplicity and godly 
„ ſincerity, we have had our converſation in 
the world; that if we expect any animat- 
ing and chearing hopes of acceptance and 
approbation, we muſt fo regulate our con- 
verſation and conduct, as not to have, -as the 
Apoſtle ſaith, “ our hearts to condemn us,” 
that then “ we may have confidence towards 
” Gor.” Which he of his infinite mercy 


grant we may hold ſtedfaſt unto the end. 
Amen. 


Wer 
HAS. 
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Reflections on Mr Wesr's Seibert 
Anſwer to a Discourss on Conver- 


fron and Regeneration. 


HAT has been advanced in the 
w J foregoing reflections, I think, has 
made it obvious that Mr Wrsr, 
in the ground work, or rather 
firſt part of his ſcriptural ſyſtem, is guilty of 
erroneous principles, and inconſiſtent with 
himſelf: and © a houſe thus divided againſt 
* itſelf cannot ſtand.” Now if we proceed to 
| examine farther into the ſuperſtructure which 
| is built on a nullity, or without any real 
| 
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foundation, we ſhall find the whole fabrick 
much of a piece, and muſt of conſequence 
ſink for want of props and pillars, not be- 
ing cemented, or fitly framed together. In 
particular, the doctrine of Regeneration is 
what we are next to look into. 
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Mr WesT fays, © Regeneration is the 
te New-birth and CHRIST's Baptiſm; which, 
e in effect he ſays, is one and the fame thing, 
te and muſt be wrought by the power of 
Gop the Holy Ghoſt, and experienced by 
te every Soul before it can be admitted into 
te the kingdom of heaven.” And then in the 
next page, he illuſtrates regeneration and 
CaR1sT's baptiſm, and ſays, water baptiſm is 
St John's baptiſm, © becauſe he baptized 
with water.” The ſenſe of which is, if it has 
any ſenſe, baptiſm 1s baptiſm: but what is 
ſtill more ſurpriſing, he ſays, St Jahns 
* baptiſm, is a metaphorical expreſſion, and 
« ſignifieth the nature of the caſe.” So that 
though baptiſm be really baptiſm, yet accord- 
ing to Mr WesT's ſenſe, it is nothing elſe but 
a Metaphor or Figure; and ſignifieth the 
nature of the caſe. And the nature of the 
caſe, he informs us, is, that John thought 
very lightly of water baptiſm; and thay 
Jobn's baptiſm was a Metaphor, to denote 
the baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt and Fire. 
And then in ſome other place, he ſays, that 

the baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt 1s irreſiſtible 
Grace. So it follows, that CuRIST's Baptiſm, 
is the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, or irreſiſti- 


ble Grace. And that the Baptiſm of the 
D Haly 


c 
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Holy Ghoſt, is all that is meant by the ſacred 
Ordinance of Baptiſm; and that John's water 
baptiſm was a Metaphor to denote irreſiſtible 
Grace. Theſe glaring abſurdities, and 
ſhocking perverſions of plain ſcripture, is 
what our Author has advanced againſt, and - 
contrary to the judgment of almoſt all 
Chriſtian and learned Divines of all deno- 
minations. And therefore, what a bold and 
dangerous attempt is it for him, without any 
colour of truth, and in oppoſition to the 
expreſs declarations of Scripture, to endea- 
vour to diſpenſe with this high obligation of 
Chriſtian Baptiſm: and to declare it to be a 
light, ſmall, or indifferent thing? As if 

CarisT and his Apoſtles were not to be re- 
garded; and that what they had ſaid and 
commanded, was what they had not well 
conſidered, and was to be underſtood in ſome 
other ſenſe, quite different from what their 
language did import; or that they by ſuch 
language did mean nothing. For we may 
as well ſuppoſe they meant any thing or 
nothing, as to ſuppoſe that water Baptiſm 
means the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt; or 
that they thought of it in an indifferent light, 
when it is ſo plain that they did command 
it, and enforced it by their own example. 
Go 
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* Go ye, therefore, ſaith our Saviour, and 
a teach all nations, Baptizing them in the 
* name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
* of the Holy Ghoſt *. Then PETER ſaid 
* unto them, Repent, and be baptized every 
* one of you in the name of JzsUs CHRIST, 
* for the remiſſion of fins, and ye ſhall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghoſt J.“ Our Savi- 
our's words, and thoſe of the Apoſtle here 
cited, do not in the leaſt favour our Author's 
wild fancies, but are expreſſly againſt him: 
for our Saviour's commiſſion is to be under- 
ſtood, and cannot be better expreſſed, than 
in the words of an unexceptionable Author: 
* Go ye, therefore, and preach the Goſpel to 
* all the world, making diſciples out of every 
« nation, and baptizing them with water, 
ce in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
e and of the Holy Ghoſt: That is, receiving 
ce them to a profeſſion of the belief, and an 
ec obligation to the practice, of that religion 
« which Gop the Father has revealed and 
e taught by the Son, and confirmed and 
« eſtabliſhed by the Holy Ghoſt.” And 
the words of St Peter are very expreſ- 
ſive of the conditions on which they were 
to obtain pardon for their paſt fins; and enjoy 
D 2 | for 


Matt. xxviii, 19. Mark xv. 16. f Acts xi. 38. 
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for the future ſuch degrees of the influences 
of the Spirit, as Gop the Father ſhould ſee 
meet to beſtow. Repentance and Baptiſm, 
was what the Apoſtle required as a qualifi- 
cation for the pardon of their fins, and for 
receiving the Holy Ghoſt. | 
But to proceed to the text which Mr WesrT 
has unfortunately choſen for his purpoſe; Can 
any man forbid water, that theſe ſhould not 
* be baptized, which have received the Holy 
* Ghoſt, as well as we * ?” Our Author does 
not only ſay, that St Peter thought lightly of 
water baptiſm; but he infers from this very 
paſſage the baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt only. 
But I cannot poſſibly conceive, how he could 
underſtand the Apoſtle to mean the Baptiſm 


of the Holy Ghoſt, when it 1s ſo expreſſly ſaid, 
that he commanded them to be baptized 
after they had received the gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt. For we are informed, that the Holy 
Ghoſt fell upon them all; that 1s, all the 
Gentiles which were then preſent received 
| ſuch extraordinary influences of the holy 
Spirit, as was ſufficient to convince the Apo- 
ſtle, that theſe converts were to be admitted, 
or received to Chriſtian fellowſhip, by Chriſ- 
tian Baptiſm; for who, faith the Apoſtle, 


5 can 
* Adts x. 47. 
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can forbid water? And then immediately 
commanded them to be baptized in the name 
of the Lord. From which paſſage Mr 
Pyle obſerves, * That from St Peter's bap- 
e tizing theſe converts, any perſon may ſee 
« the monſtrous error of the Quakers, in 
e affirming that water baptiſm is unneceſſary 
* to ſuch as have the Holy Ghoſt.” But how 
much more monſtrous is our Author's error, 
in not only affirming that water baptiſm is 
unneceſſary, but that the Chriſtian water 
baptiſm 1s the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt. 
But as there is no fcripture proof for what 
he has aſſerted, there is but little danger of 
his gaining many converts to his opinion on 
ſo ſlender and mean evidence, built upon a 
ſpider's (I had almoſt ſaid ſpun from a 
ſpider's) web ? | 

As to the nature of being baptized with 
the Holy Ghoſt and with Fire; it is to be 
obſerved, that the Apoſtles in a particular 
manner did enjoy and receive the deſcending 
of the Holy Ghoſt in the ſymbol of Fire *. 
Fire denotes the brightneſs and clearneſs of 
that knowledge, which was then imparted to 
them ; which enabled them, by a vigorous 
energy of the Spirit, to ſpread and preach 

| D 3: | the 
Ad il 2, 3. 
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the glorious Goſpel truth to others. And 
again, Adds i. 5. For John truly baptized 
* with water, but ye ſhall be baptized with 
the Holy Ghoſt. * The above cited 
Author juſtly obſerves from this paſſage; 
« As John the Baptiſt made and received 
« his diſciples by the ſignificant ceremony 
* of plunging them in water; ſo you ſhall 
te be conſecrated to my miniſtry and apoſtle- 
e ſhip in a manner much more ſolemn and 
&« excellent, by a moſt plentiful and miracu- 
ce Jous effuſion of the Holy Spirit, to qualify 
« you for fo great a work.” This being, as 
1 apprehend, the true ſenſe of the Apoftle's 
words, our Author, if he pleaſes, may agree 
with me, that whatever be the true ſenſe of 
ſcripture, let that alone paſs for the ſenſe: - 
and that all ſuch remote ſtuff (which he has 
had the daring boldneſs to aſſert, contrary to 
the plain determined ſenſe of ſcripture) cannot 
have a proper place in a ſcriptural anſwer. 
And therefore I ſhall proceed to the doctrine 
of Regeneration. 

Now to be regenerate, 1s to be changed 
or reformed; to be ſomething we were not 
before : that we are become new, or other 
men; not worſe, but better men than what 
we were before; changed for the better, and 

become 
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become more in love with virtue and good- 
neſs, and more averſe to vice and wickedneſs. 
That wherein we have erred, either in life and 
conduct, or in converſation ; we are now re- 
formed, and become more holy and righteous; 
that our life and converſation is more divine 
and heavenly; that though we were * ſtran- 
gers and foreigners; we are now fellow- 
u citizens with the ſaints and houſhold of 
„ Gop:* that though we were the ſervants of 
fin, children of wrath, and diſobedient; we 
now are the ſervants of righteouſneſs, the 
children of Gop, and heirs of eternal life. 
And then this will be an evidence that we are 
changed and regenerated, and more excellent 
perſons than we were before, Did I fay 
more excellent? yes more excellent; for * the 
* righteous are the excellent of the earth. 
And Solomon ſaith, they are“ more excellent 
* than their neighbour.” They are wiſer, 
better, and happier, and will in the end be 
diſtinguiſhed as excellent becauſe their choice 
is more excellent than the wicked and un- 
righteous: and they muſt make righteouſneſs 
their choice, before they can be righteous. 
They muſt do that which is right, and prefer 
it too, before they can be eſteemed as ſuch. 
Righteouſneſs 1s to be acquired by labour: 


D 4 for 
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for the Prophet faith; ® The work of the 
* righteous ſhall be peace, and the effect of 
* it quietneſs and aſſurance for ever. That 
1s, we muſt work, or do that which is righte- 
ous, before there can be the effect of it pro- 
duced. It is not an infuſed, but an acquired 
habit, obtained by degrees and by length of 
time, and by repeated acts; and as there are 
degrees of righteouſneſs, ſo there are degrees 
of wickedneſs: ſome men do more eaſily acquire 
that which is good, and overcome and ſubdue 
that which is evil, and have leſs evil to ſubdue 
than others. Yet all have ſome errors and im- 
perfections, ſome in a higher, and ſome in a 
lower degree. All have moral defects ; © for 
there is not a juſt man that liveth upon the 
earth, and ſinneth not. And in many 
u things we all offend. And if we ſay we 
have no fin, we decc. e ourſelves g. All 
finite Beings come infinitely ſhort of abſo- 
lute and original holineſs. So that as all have 
in ſome reſpects been remiſs, it is eſſentially 
neceſſary for the obtaining the favour of the 
Deity, that we reform and grow better; that 
e not only refrain from that which is evil, 
but do that which is virtuous: bring forth 
tie fruits of Righteouſneſs, Temperance, Pa- 
tience, and Charity; and * put off, concerning 


the 
+ See Eccleſ. vii, 20. Jam. iii. 2. 1 John i. 8. 
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the former converfation, the old m 
« which is corrupt according to the Lec 
* Joſt; and put on the new man, which, af. 
ter God, is created in true holineſs. And 
he that has ſtole, muſt ſteal no more: 
And he that has been covetous, muſt break 
off that evil habit, and ſhew mercy to the 
* poor”. And he that has been vicious 
and debauched, muſt become chaſte and 
temperate; and he that has been proud and 
wrathful, muſt put on bowels of mercies and 
humbleneſs of mind. In a word, if in any 
of theſe, or any other things, we have done 
amiſs, we muſt repent and forſake all our 
wicked ways and unrighteous doings, and 
turn tothe Lord. And therefore, whatever 
pretences we may make to be the truly re- 
generate, the choſen and elected, is all vain 
and unſcriptural, without being renewed in 
the ſpirit of our mind, and endeavouring to 
reform our lives, and change from that 
which is evil to that which is good. And 
this muſt be the prevailing diſpoſition of our 
minds, and the conſtant tenor 'of our 
lives ; without which, we cannot have a 
well-grounded hope of enjoying the favour 
of Gop. And that though we do pretend 
(as our Author does) to immediate inſpira- 


tions 


See this more particularly inſiſted upon in my Preſerva+ 
tive, from page 26 to > 40. 
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tions to irreſiſtible Grace, which he ſays is 
CnRIST's Baptiſm, and the true Converſion, 
and muſt be experienced by every ſoul be- 
fore it can be admitted into the kingdom of 
Gop; yet all this latter is vain and ground- 


leſs, without the former. And the many ab- 


ſurdities and monſtrous inconſiſtences, which 
our Author has advanced in his Diſcourſe on 
Regeneration, tends to diſcourage good men 
from a careful and diligent diſcharge of Chriſ- 
tian duties, and to rely on a power which 1s 


unattainable, and irreſiſtible, (if you know 


how to put that together) for according to 
Mr WesT's wild and unſcriptural fancies a- 


bout the doctrine of Regeneration, men 


muſt be regenerate, and yet cannot be ſo, 
without its being wrought upon, or infuſed in- 
to them by an almighty act of Grace; ſome 
habit or a certain aſſurance of they know not 
what, nor why.* And this muſt certainly 
be too great an encouragement to Vice; to 
be told that though a man be in a ſtate of 
wilful, deliberate fin, he may yet be a child 
of Gop. And ano leſs diſencouragement to 
Virtue; to be taught, that though he has all 
thoſe good diſpoſitions which the Goſpel re- 
commended, he may be unregenerate,, More 

eſpecially 


See Sebbing on Regeneration, 
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eſpecially, when it is ſaid, without a man be- 
comes regenerate as it were by a Sudden and 
Violent ſnatch, (which is ſuppoſed to be the 
effect of a power with which he himſelf does 
not in the leaſt co-operate, and) which is 
abſolutely irreſiſtible. And as he cannot 
know that he is now regenerate, ſo neither 
can he tell that it ever will be poſſible for him 
to be ſo: becauſe it 1s not poſſible that he 
ſhould be ſo but by an irrefiſtible operation 
of the Spirit. Now beſides the abſurdity of 
this doctrine, it takes away all comfort from 
the good man; and makes the exhortations 
of the word of God to conſtancy and to 
watchfulneſs, and to hold out and continue 
faithful unto death, all uſeleſs and inſignifi- 
cant. Which I might abundantly enlarge 
upon, if it were needful: but ſhall conclude 
this Diſcourſe on Regeneration only by ob- 
ſerving, that unleſs our Author does very 
much change, and be regenerated, both in his 
principles, and manner of writing, I thall 
not trouble myſelf, to anſwer ſuch mean 
ſtuff as his fancy may hereafter ſuggeſt. 


. DISCOURSE 
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DISCOURSE IV. 
Reflections 071 My WIS T Ly Scriptural 


Anſwer to a Discourss on 


Redemption or Juſtification. 


e ⁰ MON G the profeſſors of Reli- 
E a $8 gion there was in the infancy of 
S Chriſtianity, and ſtill does re- 
LCN main, a great diverſity of, as well 
as contradictory notions or opinions of Juſti- 
fication ; or the way and terms of obtaining 
forgiveneſs of ſins, and the favour of the 
Deity. The preſent debate, is whether we 
are juſtified and ſaved, or finally accepted by 


faith or bare believing; or whether we muſt 
not add to our faith as we are exhorted 


Virtue and other qualifications, in order to 
obtain that end. Mr WEST, is of the for- 
mer opinion, and decries the latter; and 
ſays, We ſhall ſtand but a dreadful chance 
* at the laſt day, if we never enter into life 
cee till we are qualified for Heaven”. The 

abſurdity 


Scriptural foe 45 


abſurdity of which will be eaſily ſhewn, 
by conſidering, that if no qualifications are 
neceſſary for the obtaining the Pardon of 
Heaven, and the bleſſings we hope for here- 
after; that then the diſobedient, and groſſly 
inc bad gible and impenitent offenders, are 
on a level with the obedient and penitent : 
which never can be admitted, without judg- 
ing counter to the cleareſt ideas, and to the 
expreſs declarations of ſcripture. That Vice 
is connected with guilt and miſery, is evident; 
and according, or in proportion to the guilt, 
muſt be actual demerits, And fo long as 
men continue guilty before Go» and their 
own Conſciences, they muſt remain diſpleaſed 
with themſelves, and under . of 
condemnation. For if our hearts condemn 
us, Gop is greater than our hearts, and 
* knoweth all things: but if our hearts 
© condemn us not, then have we confidence 
* towards him.“ From which it is plain, 
that ſo long as we continue to be ſinners, 
and allow ourſelves to be ſuch, that we muſt 
not only be under the direful miſgivings of 
our own minds, but under the diſpleaſure of 
Gop. But then when we reform, repent 
and grow better, and improve ourſelves in 
Virtue, we not only ſhall be well pleaſed with 

ourſelves, 
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ourſelves, but ſhall be the objects of divine 
mercy. And this muſt be abſolutely neceſſary 
as a qualification for obtaining the divine 
favour. Or if not, we are in vain exhorted 
to be thus qualified, or to be meet and 
worthy. For thus the Apoſtle gives a charge 
to every one, that ye would walk worthy of 
Go D; and that ye might walk worthy of 
the Loxo unto all pleaſing, being fruitfnl 
jn every good work *. And again, he be- 
ſeecheth the Epheſian Chriſtians, to“ walk 
worthy of the vocation wherewith they are 
u called +”. From which paſſages, it is evi- 
dent, that 1f we do not thus adorn ourſelves, 
and endeavour to let the tenor of our lives 
and converſation be ſuitable to our belief, 
we ſhall not be worthy chriſtians; nor ſhall, 
as our Saviour faith, be accounted worthy to 
obtain that world, namely the world of glory, 
the future life of happineſs. So that if we 
are deſtitute of theſe, and ſuch like qualifica- 
tions, we ſhall fail of obtaining pardon and 
happineſs, or being finally juſtified. That 
whatever our pretenſions are, or how ſtrong 
ſoever our faith is, and how full of aſſurance 
we may ſeem to be; yet all this will be 


ineffectual if we are e deſtitute of Piety, Virtue, 
Goodnels, 


© See 1 Thef, ii, 12. Coloſ. i, 10. T Eph. iv. 1, 
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Goodneſs, Benevolence, and ſuch like qualifi- 
cations; which our Saviour and his Apoſtles 
have over and over again exhorted us to the 
practice of. And although eternal life, in a 
great number of texts, 1s promiſed to them 
that beheve; which our Author has huddled 
together, without explaining, or giving a trye 
ſenſe of any one that is agreeable with the 
tenor of ſcripture; although, I ſay, eternal 
life is promiſed to them that believe; it muſt 
be underſtood to imply ſuch a belief as pro- 
duces obedience. Not only the mind affent- 
ing to the truth of the Goſpel, but obſerving 
the doctrinal and practical part thereof, be- 
fore we can have a well-grounded hope of 
the future inheritance. Faith indeed, is the 
ſource and principle of obedience; it is, as it 
were, the door which opens to us the way 
how to ſerve Gop acceptably:“ Without 
* Faith, faith the Apoſtle to the Hebrews, it 
* 1s impoſſible to pleaſe Gop. But then it is 
ſuch a Faith as not only believes“ that G o 
* 1s; but that he is alſo a rewarder of them 
that diligently ſeek him.“ Again; faith 
is a firm and undoubted aſſent to the Goſpel 
Revelation; which therefore muſt be ſup- 
poſed in every one that is ſaid to believe; and 
if it fails of producing its practical influences, 
it 
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it cannot be properly ſaid to be a firm belief. 
For a firm belief will make a man endeavour 
to act for his beſt intereſt. So that before 
we can have a rational, true, and ſaving Faith, 
we muſt act ſuitable to it; and then faith 
will be the cauſe, and actions the effects. 

But ſome of our modern Enthuſiaſts will 
tell us, that without an effectual, powerful 
work of the holy Spirit, creating, and by his 
almighty power inducing a new faving light 
into the minds of men, they are not able to 
diſcern, receive, underſtand, or believe ſav- 
ingly: and that no man can ſpiritually or 
favingly underſtand and believe the truths of 
the Goſpel, without an inward immediate 
revelation of the Spirit ſhining in upon the 
heart, and enlightning and opening the un- 
derſtanding. But it is by no means credible 
or likely, that Gop, who was ſo kind and 
gracious as to make a new revelation of his 
will to mankind; and to cauſe and enable 
men to preach the doctrine of the Goſpel, 
and to give them directions to tranſmit the 
ſame down in writing, that the things relat- 
ing to the ſalvation of men might be ſuffici- 
ently known to all ſucceeding ages ; that af- 
ter our Saviour and his Apoſtles had ſuffici- 
ently declared and inculcated what were the 
neceſſary 
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tieceſlary things to be believed and Rache 
by all Chriſtians, in order to their final ac- 
ceptance and juſtification ; that after all this; 
I Fay, it ſhould be fill neceſſary for a new 
immediate revelation, wrought upon or in⸗ 
fuſed into the mind, before the Goſpel can be 
received, underſtood, or believed ſavingly, is 
ſuch a ſtrange ſuppoſition as never can be 
made reconcileable to the wiſdom and goods 
neſs of the Creator, nor to the reaſon of men. 
For on this ſuppoſition; both reaſon and res 
yelation muſt be fet aſide; and then what 
are we? 

But again ; the moſt material Faith whictt 
bur modern preachers contend for; is fuch 4 
Faith as; fits ſtill; and yet ſets you in the lap 
of Cuxisr: and it is a caſting ourſelves up- 
bn Cirk is r, a relying on him, and a ſhelters 
ing under the robes of his righteouſneſs. 
And it is ſaid, we muſt go to him for falvas 
tion; and yet there is this great myſtety ii 
the buſineſs, that you may and muſt go, and 

et not go. You may go, and yet | ſtand till, 
ou may caſt yourſelf upon him, and yet 
not come to him. Or if you take one ſtep; 
and be at the pains to come to him, the whole 
Work is finiſhed, and you need not follow 
E | him 


 ® She Patritt's Pilgrim, page 159, a linle varied; © 
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him. It is indeed a reſting, and not a tra- 


velling Grace. And ſuch a grand ſecret there 
is in it, that a man may reſt before he ſtir a 
foot. And he may lean on CnRIST and lay 
hold on him, and yet remain at the greateſt 
diſtance from him. And it will now no 
longer remain a wonder, that great numbers 
of the moſt lewd and wicked are followers of 
them that preach ſuch incomprehenſible, in- 
chanting doctrine; and to be perſuaded to 
take ſuch an eaſy journey, which may be fi- 
niſhed at one ſtep; and to run ſuch a race, 
as may be accompliſhed in one breath. And 


when they have once got this Faith, do all 
you can, and ſay what you will, it is im- 


poſſible to make them otherwiſe. Otherwiſe 
than, — but I forbear — They reſt on him 
for ſalvation, and yet are not willing to do 
any thing as a qualification for it, leſt they 
ſhould take the honour of the buſineſs from 


him; and fo will not do one good action, or 


at leaſt when it 1s done they will not eſteem 
it as ſuch, but leave him to do all, and im- 
pute his doings to themſelves. 

Thus they imagine that they are the only 
men in the world which enjoy the advances 
of the free Grace of Gop. And they think 
that there are none but they, who ſet the 

crown 
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crown upon CyrisT's head. And they can 
ſerve their own intereſt, and yet be the beſt 
ſervants of Cukisr. And they can promote 
their own deſires, and yet ſound aloud his 
glory. The only qualification they ſeem to 
contend for for his favour, is not to be qua- 
fied at all to receive it. He owes, it ſeems, 
much of Glory to their want of Virtue. If 
they ſhould give him more than they do, he 
would have 25 To bring any thing to him, 
would be to rob him ” than which nothing 
can be more abſurd, His Grace would loſe 
its name, if they ſhould ſtudy to attain it. 
They ſhould detract very mth from the 
freenel of it, if they ſhould provide any 
thing in order to receive it. To be mean 
and r in all good works, is the beſt 
qualification for his favour. And in order 
to be out of danger of truſting to their own 
righteouſneſs, they judge it beſt to have none 
at all. And they have invented a way how 
to be juſtified and accepted without it. For 
G op ſees them not as they are, or, as they 
ſay, poor, blind, miſerable, and wicked crea- 
tures; Go p does not view them as ſuch, (if 
they be as they ſay they be;) no, he ſees them 
in a diſguiſe. T hey do not appear in their 


own colours, but in another's dreſs. He 
| | E 2 | does 
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objects of divine mercy, leſſen that mercy, 
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does not behold them naked, but covered 
with the robes of CHRIST. So though they 
are ever ſo bad, Gop looks not upon them, 
but only upon their garment, which is 
CurisT's righteouſneſs imputed to them. 

Theſe, and ſuch like abſurd and inconſiſt- 

ent notions of Faith and Juſtification, are 
what they pretend to, and it is what our 
Author is very full of. And though he has 
not uſed the very ſame expreſſions, yet the 
ſame conſequences are to be inferred from 
what he has actually ſaid. 
But to proceed to another reply which 
Mr Wrsr has made; which is to this effect: 
te That if we do grant good works to be neceſ- 
fary for obtaining ſalvation and acceptance, 
that this is going to the law for juſtification, 
and that it is making CHRIST but half a 
Saviour.” 

But, Sir, give me leave to interpoſe a que{- 
tion : How is it that moral qualifications pre- 
vent our believing the Goſpel? Does Virtue 
and real goodneſs prevent our ſeeing the 


wonderful works of Gop in the gift of his 
Son? or does imitating the moral perfections 


of the Deity, and doing and performing what 
is required of us, as conditions of being the 


* — ky 
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or make CnxIST but half a Saviour ? Does 
coming up to the terms which are propoſed 
in the Goſpel prevent the diſplay of mercy? 
We are informed by an inſpired Apoſtle, 
that © Cur1sT is the Author of eternal ſalva- 
s tion :* but then it is * to them that obey.” 
So that obedience to the Goſpel is neceſſary 
for ſalvation. And though we do maintain 
that obedience is abſolutely neceſſary and fit- 
ting in itſelf for our obtaining acceptance, 
yet Cukisr 1s nevertheleſs the Author of eter- 
nal ſalvation. Virtue, Righteouſneſs, and 
Goodneſs, are moral duties, and are juſt and 
fit in themſelves ; and when men did adhere 
to them, they were the objects of divine com- 
placency; and that which was fit and right 
in itſelf muſt be always ſo, under every diſ- 
penſation of providence. But when men 
break through thoſe moral duties, and do 
not regard Virtue and the moral diſtinctions 
of good and evil, they are then out of God's 
favour, and the objects of his diſpleaſure. 
That we are all ſinners, both revelation and 
experience doth teſtify ; ſo that it cannot be 
ſuppoſed that it was any prior obedience in 
men, that moved the Deity to offer the means 
of pardon and falvation, but that it was of 
Grace or Favour, that men had the offer of 

E 3 pardon 
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pardon without any works of the moral or 
ceremonial law, antecedent to this Grace of 
Gop. And therefore when the Apoſtle ſaith, 
that “by the deeds of the law no fleſh ſhall 
* be juſtified ;* or that © without the deeds 
* of the law a man is juſtified ;* his deſign 
was to teach the Jews, that none of them 
could be juſtified by any thing that they could 
plead, prior to the Grace of Gop by Jesvs 
CuRIST. So that when he ſaith, that“ we 
# are; not juſtified by works; his meaning 
muſt be to exclude works from juſtification 
no otherwiſe * than conſidered as antecedent 
to or abſtracted from the Grace of Gop, 
promiſing acceptance through the forgiveneſs 
of ſins. 

It is plain that this aſſertion leaves us under 
the utmoſt liberty, to ſuppoſe that under, ar 
in conjunction with this Grace, works ma 
be neceſſary to our final juſtification. For 
there is no inconſiſtency in ſaying, that we 
cannot be juſtified by works, without the 
merciful forgiveneſs of Gop. And in affirm- 
ing that works are in a certain degree the 
condition upon which that forgiveneſs 1s of- 
fered. Now this is manifeſtly our caſe: for 
we acknowledge that we are all of us ſinners, 

| 133 
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and conſequently, that we cannot be juſtified 
without that pardon which js freely offered 
us by and through JESUS CATE But 
then we ſay, that this pardon will be diſpenſ- 
ed to us no otherwiſe than upon condition 
of our obedience, that is, our future or final 
obedience : and in this ſenſe it is that we af- 
firm that works are neceſſary to our final 
juſtification and acceptance. 
Nou let us proceed to illuſtrate this doc- 
trine by the example of Abraham, Abel, and 
Neah ; whom the Apoſtle to the Hebrews has 
propoſed as examples, how we are to deter- 
mine upon what condition or account Gop 
will juſtify us. By Faith Abel offered un- 
to Gop a more excellent ſacrifice than Cain, 
by which he obtained witneſs that he was 
® righteous; Gop teſtifying of his gifts. 
” By Faith Neah, being warned of Gop of 
* things not ſcen as yet, moved with fear, 
prepared an ark to the ſaving of his houſe; 
by the which he becamę heir of the righ- 
„ teouſneſs which is by Faith. By Faith, 
„ Abraham, when he was called to go out 
* into a place which he ſhould after receive 
* for an inheritance, obeyed ; —ſojourned in 
the land of promiſe, as in a ſtrange coun- 
try; offered up his 8 begotten Son, of 


* whom 
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whom it was ſaid, that in Tac ſhall. thy 
® ſeed be called.” Thus far the Apoſtle, 
And now, pray aſk yourſelf, what was it 
by which Abel obtained witneſs that he 
vas righteous?* Why, you are expreſsly 
told, that it was his offering, thro' Faith, 
* a more excellent ſacrifice than Cain. What 
was it by which Noah * became heir of the 
* righteouſneſs which is by Faith?“ Why 
you are alſo expreſsly told, that it was“ his 
preparing, through Faith, an ark, to the 
* ſaving of his houſe.* So that neither of 
theſe were juſtified merely by their Faith; 
but by their Faith in conjunction with their 
Obedience. And this was alſo the caſe with 
Abraham ; for, ſaith St James, was not A. 
1 braham our father juſtified by works, when 
he offered his ſon upon the altar? And 
then, in the next words, he ſays, © Thou ſeeſt 
„how (the caſe ſtands) his Faith wrought 
* with his Works; and by Works was his 
* Paith made perfect.“ Now from what hag 
been obſerved, it «s ſufficient to prove, that 
there muſt be ſome qualification found in us 
before we ſhall be finally accepted. That 
Faith alone is not a ſufficient qualification, 
is evident from what has been ſaid, So that 
before we can lay claim to the promiſed 1 in- 
heritance, 
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heritance, we muſt hold * Faith and a good 
1 Conſcience,” that we may be finally and 
everlaſtingly happy. That we may have an 
intereſt in the Redemption purchaſed for us, 
we mult be zealons of 15 — works. And 
this is what almoſt every page of the Goſpel 
exhorts us to: for he who has required us 
to believe, and has withal promiſed eternal 
life to our belief, or on the account of dur 
Faith, has alſo as expreſsly cõmmanded us 
to obey. And if we do not obey and keep 
the commands of the Goſpel, we ſhall have 
no right to the tree of life. 

So that if I have (as you ſay I have) ſhut 
myſelf out of the kingdom of Heaven by y ny 
own doctrine, it is no more nor no 1 than 
what is exprefsly contained in the word of 
Gop. For if you pleaſe to conſider in what 
manner our judge will proceed with us at 
the laſt day; the ſcripture tells us expreſsly 
that Gop will judge every man according 
* to his works.” And that ” we mult all ap- 

* pear before the judge ent- ſeat of CHRIST. gf 
For What reaſon ? . y we are exprelsly 
anſwered, ” That every one may receive the 
things done in his body, whether it be good 
* or bad. Will you deny the ſcripture? 

No wonder if you do; for I remember you 
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pay but little regard to ſcripture, for you 

have called the Author of it an oppoſer and 
ſeducer; and you, are ſo fond of your own. 
unſcriptural notions, that you think them 
better and plainer than the expreſs directions 
of ſcripture, or you would not have ſaid, 
that the taſk you had to do you were in ſuſ- 
penſe of; and the road to Heaven was next 
to an impoſſibility to walk in, according as 
1 had marked it out. But I think I have 
not marked out (or as you have worded it, 
chalked out) any other road than what does 
agree with the directions of ſcripture ; and 
if they are dark to you, and you remain ig- 
norant of your duty, it is now high time for 
you to read the ſcriptures with more atten- 
tion and care; and no doubt but you will 
find the taſk eaſy, and the burden light. 
And if you diveſt your mind of prejudice, it 
will be no way impoſſible for you to arrive 
to a knowledge of your duty. 

And as to your charging me with ſending 
you to the Law fox. Juſtification, you are, 
you ſee, much miſtaken : for I ſaid no ſuch 
thing, nor can it be juſtly inferred from 
any thing which was faid, but quite the con- 
trary 1s evident to the meaneſt capacity. So, 
| to 
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to conclude, all the ill I wiſh to you, is a2 
better underſtanding in the ſeriptures, and 
that you may be enabled to ſee truth from 


error. 
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For Printing in One Octavo Volume, 


(Frice'v ouly Two Shillings and Bixpence, _ noel], 
A 4 
Friendly DISCOUR SE ; 
To Revive I 
PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY. 
O R, 4 


A Series of ſerious Reflections, deduced from 
ſele& paſſages of Scripture, founded on 
Reaſon, and confirmed by Apoſtolic and 
Primitive Authority. A ſubject in which 
Virtue and Religion 1s much concerned, 

To which will be added, 


A DISSERTATION on FxRE Aczncy; | 
By FAMES VAL DE R. 


Note, The Author thinks the Method which l 
has taken in treating of this important ſulect 
will tend to the ſuppreſſion of Vice, Error and 
Enthuſiaſm ; and to the Revival, Growth and 
Advancement of true genuine and rational 
Chriſtianity. 


Thoſe who are diſpoſed to give Encouragement to this 
Work, are defired to ſend timely Notice thereof to 

the Au rox, or to Mr Buckland, at the But# im 
Paternefter-Row, London. | 
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